
Intestacy Rules

We know what you are going through, and we are 
here to help.
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When there is no Will 
If your loved one dies without leaving a valid Will, there are strict rules in place known as the 
‘Intestacy Rules’ which decide how their estate is divided.

•	 The whole estate must be realised – namely turned into cash.

•	 If there are beneficiaries who are under the age of 18 years, then their share is held on statutory 
trusts dependent upon the child attaining 18 years.

•	 The rules set out the person/persons entitled to apply for the grant of Letters of Administration 
and be appointed the Legal Personal Representatives for the deceased.

•	 Co-habitees and partners have no entitlement under these rules but registered Civil Partners 
have the same entitlement as spouses.

•	 The estate is shared between members of the family in accordance with the table below. 

•	 If there are no relatives within the list the estate goes to the Crown.

The Intestacy Rules

The only way to truly guarantee that your 
estate is given to whom you wish, is to write 
a Will.  

Our specialist team at Banner Jones can 
guide you through the different types of 
Wills so that we prepare the right one to suit 
your circumstances. 

Families can be complex and it’s important 
to have a Will written that reflects your 
wishes properly. 

If you do not want the Intestacy 
Rules to apply in your case, you must 
WRITE A WILL
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I was very pleased with Banner Jones in the way they carried out all the Will and 
Probate work. I would not hesitate to use Banner Jones again.

Mr & Mrs C, Chesterfield

What the Deceased Leaves

Spouse and children Spouse receives the first £322,000 (plus interest) personal 
chattels, and one half of the remainder of the estate.

Children (or their issue) receive the remaining half of the 
estate provided they reach 18 years.

Spouse but no children Spouse receives the whole estate.

No spouse but children Children (or their issue) receive the whole estate provided 
they reach 18 years.

No spouse or children but 
surviving parents

Parents receive the whole estate equally.

No spouse or children or 
parents but brothers and 
sisters or their issue

Siblings of the whole blood (i.e. who have the same parents 
as the deceased) share the estate equally; their children 
taking the share of a deceased sibling.

If there are no siblings of the whole blood then siblings of 
the half blood (i.e. who have only one parent the same as the 
deceased) take instead in same way as above.

No spouse, children, parents 
or siblings but grandparents 
or uncles and aunts or issue 
of uncles and aunts

The whole estate is shared equally between relatives in order 
of priority listed. 

If any have pre-deceased, their share would pass to their 
children.

(The rates shown are as of 26th July 2023)



4

We know that Making a Will is often seen as a daunting prospect for a lot of people,  but here at Banner Jones 
we’ll take you through it step by step ensuring that your Will represents everything you want it to. Most of our clients 
say it’s such a relief to have finally done it and usually they have been putting it off for ages. 

Disclaimer
The information contained in this update does not constitute legal advice. It’s our best assessment of the current 
position and is in places based on opinion. In order to bring you a comprehensive guide we have included some financial 
information, but this does not constitute financial advice. If you want specific advice, please contact us.

Talk to Banner Jones - We are ready to help you

Why Choose  
Banner Jones?
•	 Fixed Fee Promise on Wills & Probate

•	 Wealth Management advice available

•	 Home and Hospital visits available

•	 Free Will storage for life

•	 Free registration of all Wills on ‘The National Will Register’

•	 Quick turnaround on Wills

•	 97% of our clients would recommend us to a friend
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